
Controlling assets and counting canopies with Axis   

Axis network cameras provide asset monitoring for the SA Canopy 

manufacturing facility  

Mission 

Port Elizabeth based canopy manufacturer and supplier, SA Canopy, identified their factory and its 

surroundings as a high fire risk area. In order to obtain a cost effective solution, the decision was 

taken to source an asset monitoring systemoffering full coverage of the aforesaid area as well as the 

ability to accommodate a new fire alarm system. 

Solution 

ML Technologies (Pty) Ltd, a company specialising in the supply, installation, configuration and 

maintenance of CCTV IP network systems as well as the full spectrum of access control solutions, 

recommended Axis network cameras due to their superior picture quality and open architecture. 

The installation, consisting of 21 Axis network cameras and 16 smoke detectors, functions as an 

integrated solution and eliminates the costly and unwieldy necessity of two separate systems. 

Result 

In addition to the asset controlling benefits of live monitoring, SA Canopy is able to use the 

monitoring system to tally canopies as they leave the site. These figures are cross-referenced against 

actual invoicing. The implementation of and adherence to various policies and procedures relating to 

the manufacturing process is monitored by the asset management operators using the system.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Quality products protected by quality surveillance 

Established in 1986, SA Canopy is one of the largest canopy manufacturers in Southern Africa.Direct 

supply agreements with most of the major motor manufacturers and vehicle importers in South 

Africa, including Ford, Hyundai, Nissan, Toyota, Mazda, GM, VW, Mitsubishi and Fiat, ensure 

customer peace of mind through manufacturer approval.  

The South African manufactured range includes everything from sleek sport units, low profile units 

and standard high units with blank side options, to commercial space savers. Canopies can be 

customised to suit individual tastes, with a wide range of fibreglass and glass doors (including full 

doors) available to choose from.SA Canopy is also the sole South African importer and distributor of 

CARRYBOY Canopies and Accessories, producer of the exclusive luxury canopythat can be colour 

coded to match the vehicle. 

Fire detection and surveillance in one basket 

ML Technologies and its sister company, ML Asset Management, pride themselves on being able to 

offer customers a total outsourcing solution in terms of the monitoring and surveillance of assets. 

Beginning with a free risk assessment, ML Asset Management is able to build a customised solution 

based on individual requirements. These solutions, which have been tried and tested by such high 

profile customers as Makro, Eskort Bacon, Liberty Properties, Mondi Ltd, and Pioneer Foods, do not 

end with the supply and installation of the equipment. ML has the capacity to man and manage on 

site and remote asset monitoring centres, provide professional training to the personnel deployed at 

these centres and deliver specialist investigative services to its customers. 

ML’s focus for the SA Canopy installation was on the provision of a system that offers extensive 

monitoring of the entire factory, office buildings and adjoining yard area. Top-quality resolution and 

the open IP standards of Axis network cameras made the selection of equipment a straight-forward 

task.    

“The link between the fire detection system and the camera system was imperative,” explains ML 

Technologies’ Managing Director, Regardt Kruger. “SA Canopy did not want the administration and 

financial burden of two stand-alone structures.”  

“We designed a cohesive solution using NUUO software, smoke detectors and Axis network cameras 

that is able to deliver all of the relevant security and safety components required by our customer.” 

“We have the expertise to integrate numerous systems, such as weigh bridges, industrial counting 

systems and access control with Axis technology and IP systems to provide a seamless solution.”  

Relentless asset monitoring 

The AXIS P1344 Network Camera and P5532 PTZ Dome Network Camera ensure that the interior of 

the SA Canopy factory is thoroughly and effectively monitored at all times. The AXIS P1344, 

delivering excellent HDTV video quality, provides crisp, sharp images while the AXIS P5532 PTZ gives 

the flexibility of continuous tracking.  

The SA Canopy administrative area is covered by AXIS M3113 Network Cameras. The discreet, 

rugged design of this camera allows for deployment in almost any environment. It is adapted to 



respond quickly to changes in light levels; ensuring that high image quality is constant.The front, 

back and side yards of the SA Canopy premises are equally well protected using various Axis network 

cameras.  

ML Asset Management monitors the network cameras deployed throughout the plant. The system 

has the capacity to store recorded footage for up to two months.  

Customer quote 

“This solution has had a positive impact on our asset management capabilities and it has provided 

a safer working environment for our management and staff.” Mr Tony Walsh, SA Canopy 

Managing Director. 


